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Possible tombstone of Melford Henry West, husband of Grace West, son of the West 
family Great Great Grandfather Kern(s), on his homestead where Woonsocket, SD is 
now located. The tombstone is in a cemetery that is a cornfield. The date of the 
tombstone is before Woonsocket, SD, was developed (1883) as a railroad town and 
incorporated in 1888.
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Center: Alonzo Dwight Copeland and Margaret Virginia Copeland (Farlee) 
with friends. 
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Grandpa Clyde Henry Copeland, son of Great Grandpa Kern,  

7.27.21 
“ I only know that grandpa Kern came to S. Dakota from Pennsylvania when quite 
young to homestead the land on which now is the city of Woonsocket, South 
Dakota (seen as Si…?) is the county. Grandpa West also from Penn. Grandpa West 
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(lived?) in SD. Grandpa Kern (from?) St. Cloud, Florida, where I was born and 
adopted when 1 year old by Mr. and Mrs. Lou Copeland—The year Baker was 
hung 72 years ago—The only man or person hung in Shannon Co. He murdered 
his wife while drunk. My adopted dad—uncle Joe—was deputy  sheriff and 
arrested Baker with Baker holding a rifle on him, saying make one more step and 
I’ll kill you. Dad hung his gun on the gate post and walked up to Baker, pushed the 
rifle down, and Baker broke down and cried—Joe you are my best friend will you 
stay with me—Dad put him in jail—When he was hung Dad walked up the stairs 
to the platform and holding his hand and when the executioner took hold of the 
trap rope --asked Baker have you anything to say before I spring the trap.  

(page 2) I must write down as it comes to me—Your great uncle John Melford 
Eaton and your great aunt Minnie Grace Eaton –Minnie died at age23—John died 
at age 56—Both died in Kansas City—Dr. Eaton adopted them the same year Mr. 
Copeland adopted me—My own father and mother passed away 72 years ago—
Within three months apart—Father’s name was Melford Henry West—Mother’s 
name was Grace West. Buried in Winona, Mo.—I never seen my Bro. or Sis. ‘till I 
was 20 years old—Never knew about them ‘till I was 19 and married to your 
grandmother Copeland. You can see that your name has followed all along—Your 
great uncle John Melford had a son named Melford and daughter named 
Fabelle—Melford died very young—Fabelle may still be alive in KC.  I have some 
old pictures of all I have mentioned. Some day you will see them—Should I go 
before Lou she will have them—If she goes first I haven’t decided where they go 
as yet. Perhaps to Melford. 

(page 3) Baker said so long Joe, hurry and pull the rope, I want to get to hell in 
time for breakfast—I’ve got a picture of the hanging—Now Grandpa Kern died in 
old soldier’s home in St. Cloud, Florida. Grandma died in Winona, Mo. My own 
parents Mr. Henry West and Grace West died in Winona, Mo. 72 years ago. My 
wife’s mother & father were named Mr. and Mrs. Will Frye—My wife’s name was 
Little Lilly Lovey Frye—Only carried name Lovey—She was the mother of my 3 
children—Your father Dwight Alonzo Copeland, your uncle Melford William 
Copeland, your aunt Lucille Clara Copeland—Your father and uncle were born in 
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W. Eminence, Mo. Your aunt Lou was born in Slagle, La.  Lou had one child a boy 
named Dick Keck—Your father had 2 boys, uncle Pal had 5, 3 boys and 2 girls. 
Now I’ll have to wait to hear from Lou to find out their ages. Until then hope this 
will help some—We send our love to you & wife. 
Grandpa and Grandma 
(end) 

End note. Grandpa Clyde Henry Copeland was born 12 April, 1897 (See Adoption 
Certificate dated 9 December 1889 at Winona, Mo.) 

Melford Clyde Copeland was married to Marietta Paras Copeland (Married 
Nov.1970, Divorced ~1979). I can’t remember the name of Grandpa Clyde’s wife 
when I visited them on a farm outside Eugene, Oregon in 1970-1971.  

, 
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Jeremiah Kerns 
123 Ind. Inf. 

Birth 1846  
Indiana, USA 

Death 12 Sep 1926 (aged 79�80)  
Saint Cloud, Osceola County, Florida, USA

Burial  Mount Peace Cemetery
Saint Cloud, Osceola County, Florida, USA 

Memorial ID 40186014 
(From findagrave.com) 

Note on Jeremiah Kerns (by Mel Copeland)

The Clyde Copeland letter refers to his Grandfather Kern. His daughter, Lucille Copeland�s handwritten 
notes appear to refer to a Grandfather Kerns. (See her notes, pages 23-28). The birth date of 1846 
seems late, as for Grandpa Kern(s) to arrive in the Dakota Territory and homestead the land where 
Woonsocket, SD is located before enlisting in the Union army in 1861, he would have had to have been 
born well before 1846. Furthermore, the Clyde Copeland letter says that Grandpa Kern came to the 
Dakota Territory from Pennsylvania. However, the Clyde Copeland letter refers to Grandpa Kern(s) dying 
in an old soldier�s home. There is a Brown County, SD record of a Jerome Kern returning from the Civil 



War. I found in the South Dakota Civil War veterans list of 1885 the following that may be of interest. 
Jerome Kern, when he arrived (back?) in SD in 1883, was 40 years old. I'm thinking that he might be the 
brother of Grandpa Kern:  (He�s not Jeremiah Kerns because of the difference in regiments.) 

Jerome Kern, 78th regiment, New York, age 16, from Michigan, enrolled May 1862, ended service 1865, 
enrolled 3 years, private, (wounded, in 60 engagements), arrived in SD May 1882. (Brown County 1885 
census) 

We have inquired with the Mount Peace Cemetery whether there are other Kern(s) in their records and 
await a firm answer. 
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Grandpa Clyde Henry West’s adoption certificate: 
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Grandpa Clyde Henry West’s adoption certificate: 
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Alonzo Dow. Copeland and wife Molly 



11 



13 



15 

Children of Great Great Grandpa Kern who homesteaded land where 
Woonsocket, South Dakota now is located. Their names are John Melford West  
(Eaton), adopted by Dr. Eaton), Clyde Henry West (Copeland, adopted by Sheriff 

Copeland), and Minnie Grace West (Eaton, adopted by Dr. Eaton).
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Horses, rodeos and horse racing 
were important to the Copeland and 
Keck families. Newt Keck became 

famous in the quarter horse racing circuit as trainer of several “bar” 
horses, the first of which was Pokey Bar, (Hugh Huntley, owner), which 
became the all-time money winner and fastest quarter horse in the world 

in 1961.  



Lucille Claire “Lou” Copeland Hopper (1919-1982) - Find a Grave Mem... https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/222829924/lucille-claire-hopper

1 of 1 2/23/2022, 11:23 AM



Lucille Claire Copeland Handwritten Notes on the Copeland Ancestry 

The notes were provided by Annette Copeland who suggested that the note, “Kernso West,” 
can be read as “Kerns & West.” Thus, the patrilineal ancestor of the West, Copeland, Eaton 
family is “Grandfather Kern or Kerns who, according to both Clyde’s letter and Lucille’s notes, is 
believed to have died in an old soldier’s home in St. Cloud Florida, where a cemetery of Union 
soldiers (Grand Army of the Republic) is located. While there is a tombstone of Jeremiah S. 
Kerns in the cemetery we have no confirmation that it is of our grandfather who, is believed to 
have homesteaded land where Woonsocket, SD is located, and then joined the Union army in 
1861, 1862.  Grandpa Copeland, his brother and sister were all born in Woonsocket, SD. This is 
a review of the Wests in South Dakota. 

The Sanborn Civil War Veterans Census shows:
Lawrence West, enrolled 1865, age 18, from New York, ended service July 1865, arrived in SD 
Oct. 1881. 
David G. West, enrolled June 9, 1862, age 19, from Vermont, ended service June 1865, arrived 
in SD, Davison County, April 1880. 
Eugene A. West, 2nd Wisconsin Calvary, enrolled Aug. 6, 1864, age 22, from New York, ended 
service June 12, 1865, Arrived in SD March 1880. 
I H. West, 2nd Minnesota Calvary, enrolled Feb. 1864, from Minnesota, ended service June 
1864, arrived in SD, Hughes County, 1877. 
James West, 38th Mass. Volunteers, enrolled July 1863, from Mo., ended service Aug. 1864, 
reenlisted in 30th Mass. Infantry, arrived in SD May 1885. 
Frank A. West, 2nd Minnesota, enrolled June 1861, from Minnesota, ended service June 1865, 
arrived in SD Aug. 1883. 
Darius B. West, 3rd Iowa Infantry, enrolled May 1861, from Iowa, ended service July 1863, (in 9 
engagements, wounded), arrived in SD Minnehaha County, June 1873. 
Abram F. West, 93rd New York, enrolled Nov. 1861, ended service June 1965, from Minnesota, 
arrived in SD May 1883. 
John M West, 94th Illinois Volunteers, enrolled Aug. 1862, from Illinois, ended service June 
1863, arrived in SD April 1883. 
Charles J West, 6th Minesota, enrolled Feb. 1863, from Iowa, ended service Aug. 1865, arrived 
in SD April 1883. 
Jerome Kern, 78th regiment, New York, from Michigan, enrolled May 1862, ended service May 
1862, (wounded, in 60 engagements), arrived in SD May 1882. 

Jerome Kern returned to South Dakota in 1882. He was wounded in 60 engagements, enrolled 
and ended service May 1862? He is not Jeremiah Kerns, however, since Jeremiah was with the 



129th Indiana Infantry and Jerome was with the 78th New York regiment. Jeremiah Kerns’ birth 
date is 1846. He died 12 Sept. 1926. Jerome Kern returned in 1882, the time of the smallpox 
outbreak, and may have assisted in the burial of the Wests and George Hollenbeck whose 
tombstones read “1882.”  
   If Jerome Kern joined the army at age 18 (we can presume) his birth date would have had to 
be about 1844. Our great, great grandfather Kern(s) would have had a similar birth date, 
~1840’s, in Pennsylvania, and in order to homestead the land where Woonsocket, SD is now 
located he would have possessed the land at least a year before 1861. As we can see from the 
Sanborn County Veteran’s List many joined the army in 1861, 1862, which is when we can 
presume that great, great grandfather Kern(s) would have joined.  
   For Melford Henry and Grace West to have lived on the Kern(s) homestead, they would have 
had to arrive there before 1861, 1862 and lived on it until 1896, 1897. They are not recorded in 
the Sanborn County birth or tax records. However, about 2 miles southwest from Woonsocket 
was a cluster of West families near the McRoberts home, and this may explain why they are not 
in the Woonsocket records. 
   An account by Elsie West Robertson says that “the West, McRoberts and Hollenbeck families 
were early pioneers. An N. T. West came to Sanborn County in 1882 and settled near the 
McRoberts home, southwest of Woonsocket. West built two soddies, one of which was built on 
another piece of land due to a mistake in “description.” His brother Harry West also 
homesteaded and his homestead was on the northeast 5-106- 62 now known as the Runafelt 
farm. An outbreak of black small pox occurred after a stranger stayed at the McRoberts home. 
Both the McRoberts and N. T. West had been vaccinated and were immune and worked with 
the sick, getting provisions and burying the dead. Mr. West had to take lumber out of the 
ceilings of the sod houses to make coffins and Mr. McRoberts donated ten acres for a 
cemetery. At one time there were 75 graves there but not all due to the epidemic. Harry West 
was one of the victims.” 

The first homestead registered in the Dakota Territory was in 1863. 
#408 First Homestead In Dakota  
“3 1/2 Miles- The 1862 Homestead law bet 160 acres against the homesteaders ability to stay 5 
years. At 12:01 A.M. January 1, 1863, Mahlon Gore, a printer, filed at the Vermillion Land Office 
for a claim 3½ miles north, where an arrow marks the spot. It was the first filing in Dakota and 
probably in the United States. He failed to ‘prove up’ and never got the land. He, however, did 
acquire considerable fame thereby.”  
Erected: 1966  
Location: Union County, SD 50 – ¼ mile east of Richland & follow arrow 

Citation on a marker:  



#374 KELO –LAND Centennial Gold Rush  
“1961 Dakota Territory was created in 1861 and got its first big impetus in 1874 when gold was 
confirmed in the Black Hills by General Custer." 

Melford Henry and Grace West, Father and mother of Clyde Henry West (Copeland), his brother 
John Melford West (Eaton) and sister, Minnie Grace West (Eaton) were apparently in 
Woonsocket, South Dakota. Going back to the Death Certificate of John Melford West (Eaton), 
we can see that his birth of Feb. 12, 1889, in Woonsocket, and Grandpa Clyde’s birth of April 
12, 1896 in Woonsocket, suggest that Melford Henry and Grace West lived on the Kern(s) 
homestead earlier than 1889 until 1896, 1897, when Melford Henry West apparently died and 
Grace West and her three children moved to Winona, Missouri. Her three children were given 
up for adoption immediately thereafter in 1898. (Grandpa Clyde’s letter says that Melford 
Henry West died “72 years ago,” from 1971 = 1889.)   If Melford Henry West and Grace West 
were ~20 years old when they married, that would be ~1860-1861. This would be the time 
when great great grandfather Kern(s) joined the Union army. 
   Compare the birth dates of John Melford West (Eaton) and Henry Clyde West (Copeland) with 
the N. T. West family. 

Sanborn “West” births: 
Elsie Sophia West, birth 6 Nov. 1882, father Nicholas T. West, mother Elizabeth Krueger. 
Nicholas T. West grave is lot no. 17, block 19 in Eventide Cemetery, Woonsocket, SD, date of 
death unknown. 
Harry Carr West, born 30 May 1884, father Nicholas T. West, mother Elizabeth Krueger 
Arthur Nicholas West, born 4 July, 1886, father Nicholas T. West, mother Elizabeth Krueger 
Emma Ruth West, born 13 Feb. 1888, father Nicholas T. West, mother Elizabeth Krueger 
Jean Louise May West, born 20 May 1890, father Nicholas T. West, mother Elizabeth 
Elmer Carl West, born 24 May 1894, father Nicholas T. West, mother Elizabeth Krueger 
Gordon Leigh West, born 9 Sept. 1896, father Nicholas T. West, mother Elizabeth Krueger 
John Arthur West, born 2 Oct. 1899, father Nicholas T. West, mother Elizabeth Krueger 
William Leroy West, born 20 Sept. 1893, father William Frederick West, mother Mary Ethie 
West

Emails 01.07-10.2022, from Aaron Eaton on Othello West: 
Lucius West, father of Othello West had a brother named Henry and several of the West clan 
moved to, lived and died in Clyde, New York.  
   I find Henry West, son of Othello West in these 3 documents only:   

1. 1875 New York state census living in Middleburgh, Schoharie, New York stating he was born 
in 1871(4 years old).  father Othello (32), Mother Anna (21), brother Mahlon (5) 



2.1880 United States Federal Census living in Middleburgh, Schoharie, New York stating he was 
born in 1872 (8 years old) father "Athelo"(39), Mother Anna (27), brother Malon (9), sister Ida 
Belle West (3), brother Charles West (one month) 

3.1885 Dakota Territory Census for Sanborn County district 93  

Father Othello (strangely still listed as 39), Mother Anna L. (32), brother "Mall" (15), illegible 
West (14), sister Ida Bell (9), sister Tressie (3), brother "Chas. (5),   

Note: the "illegible West" entry would be Henry West that was in the previous two census 
records and there were at least two more children that would be added to Othello's family, 
"Dot" in 1885 and William in 1887. 

Note that the Eventide Cemetery in Woonsocket, SD has 11 West family members. 

West candidates for the West 1882 tombstone in Woonsocket, SD:
Lawrence West, enrolled 1865, age 18, from New York, ended service July 1865, arrived in SD 
Oct. 1881. 
David G. West, enrolled June 9, 1862, age 19, from Vermont, ended service June 1865, arrived 
in SD, Davison County, April 1880. 
Eugene A. West, 2nd Wisconsin Calvary, enrolled Aug. 6, 1864, age 22, from New York, ended 
service June 12, 1865, Arrived in SD March 1880. 
I H. West, 2nd Minnesota Calvary, enrolled Feb. 1864, from Minnesota, ended service June 
1864, arrived in SD, Hughes County, 1877. 
Darius B. West, 3rd Iowa Infantry, enrolled May 1861, from Iowa, ended service July 1863, (in 9 
engagements, wounded), arrived in SD, from Minnehaha County, June 1873 















Sally Harrison.com: 
“Galobar: Winner of first All American 
Futurity” 

August 26, 2008 

Trainer Newt Keck spent Labor Day 
morning, 1959, with Hugh Huntley’s filly 
Galobar and a mountain of ice, on the 
backside of Ruidoso Downs. That 

afternoon, Galobar ran to immortality as 
the first winner of the All Amercian 
Futurity. In a span of five years, Keck 
would win the race two more times. Not 
bad for a man who grew up in the “stick 
country” around Nocona, Texas, baling 
hay for fifty cents a day. “Work made me 
have a lot of luck in those big races,” said 
Keck, who was 78 in 1990, when I visited 
him at his home in Colleyville, Texas. 
“Nobody worked as hard at it as I did.” 
 … Keck and Huntley connected in the 
early ’50s and began assembling a top 
band of broodmares, including Josephine 
R, dam of Josie’s Bar and Galobar, by 
Three Bars. Pokey Vandy,  Hard work, 
together with an eye for horseflesh and 
an understanding of a horse’s needs 

helped make Keck one of Quarter racing’s most successful trainers in the 1950s 
and 1960s. As a kid, he bought his first mount for $10.25. Later he worked for his 
uncle, John Hancock, breeder of match racing sensation Joe Hancock, who 
became a foundation sire for the famed Four Sixes Ranch. Before Keck was 
through, he had trained horses that broke records for earnings, as well as for 
speed.nother purchase, produced 1961 All American Futurity winner Pokey Bar. 
   Pokey Bar set a new world record of 21.1 in the 400-yard All American Futurity 
and another record with $120,000 (his All American win paid $101,112), more 
than any Quarter Horse had ever earned in a season. As a three-year-old, he set a 



world record of :21.6 for the quarter-mile, outshining his dam, who had tied the 
world record for 440 yards in 1955…” 

Note on Photos: Newt Keck is holding the reins of “Globalbar.”  Photo below it is 
of Newt Keck (left), his child Dick Keck and unknown person.  The following is the 
marriage certificate of Aunt Lou and Woodrow Kivett, following her divorce from 
Newt Keck. 



Of my relationship to Dick Keck, rockets and covered wagons 
(from Mel Copeland’s email to Robert Leichner 11.8.2021) 

I can say that Aunt Lou would have been in Hollywood as a teenager with 
Grandpa Clyde who was at the time broadcasting on the radio in Hollywood. He 
told me that he was a close friend of the actor Wallace Beery. Grandpa Clyde also 
said that my father, Dwight Alonzo "Slim" Copeland, was Wallace Beery's 
chauffeur at that time. Before this Grandpa Clyde had broadcasted from Tijuana, 
Mexico. 
   I think I may already have mentioned that when Grandpa Clyde was about 19 
(1917?), he consulted with a lawyer in Missouri about the Woonsocket, ND 
homestead. The lawyer advised that his chances were slim, but to claim the 
property back he should go to Woonsocket, ND and pitch a tent in the main street 
of the town, along with the procedure of placing his claim in a can on the 
street.  He did this and the people chased him out of town. 
   I went to Los Angeles with my grandmother Sadie Ione Farlee (Collier) and 
stayed with her and Collier relatives for a few months, then moved in with Dick 
Keck and his roommate Jack Mckibben near Century Blvd., in Inglewood, Ca. 
During this time Dick's father, Newt Keck, would invite us to the quarter horse 
races to watch Pokey Bar. Before the races Newt would tell us which horses to bet 
on, but we never took his advice and bet on our own choices--and lost money 
when we could have made money, as Newt knew which horses were in the race 
to win it. Often trainers race their horses but avoid the effort to win the race by 
reason of saving the horse for a better race. Some wanted to win, others didn't. 
Dick and I apparently chose the horses that were not in the race to win it. 
   We continued to be roommates for about a year, until Dick and Rita got 
married. I roomed with Jack for a while longer and then got a job with North 
American Aviation which had a large building complex on Century Blvd, with an X-
15 on its roof. I was hired by North American Aviation as a machinist, but I had a 
neighbor girl who was a secretary in purchasing, so I called there to see if I could 
get transferred. I was called into HR and lectured by the HR employee that hired 
me, who said that normally I would be fired, but he liked my gumption and told 
me that there was an opening in their Space and Information Systems Division, in 



Downy, Ca., and sent me there for an interview. I was hired in their 
Documentation Control Dept. and grew from there.  The first assignment I had 
was, with another clerk, to mail a proposal on the Apollo program, which was a 
large stack of white reports that filled a room the size of a small bedroom. The 
company was awarded the prime contract on the Apollo Program and I continued 
serving on it until the company broke the effort into three main elements, 
Research, Apollo and Saturn.  Besides having the contract for the Apollo 
Command Module we had the contract for the second stage of the rocket (S-II) 
and other divisions of North American, such as Rocketdyne, who made the rocket 
engines, and Autonetics, who contracted for the electronic products. By that time 
North American Aviation had become North American Rockwell and I was 
assigned to support the "think tank" with regard to the various research that had 
to be done/invented to get to the moon. I administered and saw a lot of stuff. I 
was also assigned to review all the classified reports in the vault with our security 
department. Among the documents were the Peenemunde V2 rocket reports. 
During the early stages of the Apollo program Dr. Warnher von Braun, who 
headed the V2 rocket program in Germany, was at the facility.  
   I often dealt with machine shop operators to confirm progress on various 
research products and on their same floor was a mock-up of the Apollo Command 
Module which was available for a look inside. Also, as time progressed often I had 
to go to the Saturn II buildings and walked by a mock-up of the S-II stage. It was 
huge. A friend who worked on the S-II told me that they did water pressure tests 
on it and one day it blew and those who were near it had to swim for it.  Nearby 
the stage I saw a man on a small round one-person platform designed to fly by 
means of fans. They had it tethered and as it rose up it was quite unstable.  
   I also administered the documentation requirements of the Gam-77 "Hound 
dog" missile program. It was a precursor of the Cruise Missile, and was designed 
to be slung under the B-52 and fly low to the ground, dodging mountains, etc. It 
had a few failures. One failure report showed a bobby pin in the electronics. 
   I was living in Bellflower, a town next to Downey, in an apartment not far off of 
Bellflower Blvd. It was the time of the Watts Riots. My roommate and I watched 
on TV as the rioters headed our way, burning buildings in their path, and feared 
that they would reach our area. 



   I moved to El Cerritos, Ca., and had my grandmother Ione (Sadie Ione Farlee) 
living with me. We watched the Apollo moon landing on TV and as it was 
happening, I asked her how she felt, having come from Missouri to Montana as a 
child, in a covered wagon, where her parents set up a homestead. She had 
migrated to Montana in a covered wagon and her grandson had participated in 
the first landing of a man on the moon. 
   Incidentally, one of the reports submitted on Academia.edu., [“Catacomb 
culture wagons of the Eurasian steppe,” by Natalia Shishlina, et al.], covered 
research on Bronze Age wagons {~2500 B.C.) used in Europe and Asia. Many of 
the wagons were found in burials and the drawing of the wagons showed that 
they were in size and shape the same as the "Prairie Schooners," that made up 
most of the wagon trains coming west from Missouri. The same wagons had been 
in use for over 5,000 years and were probably similarly equipped and pulled by 
oxen. Then July 20, 1969 man landed on the moon. It took seventy years to 
graduate from covered wagons to a rocket to the moon. 
   Sadly, the momentum we had in discovery during that 70 years was set back, 
beginning with the Carter administration, as space exploration was considered by 
many as a waste of money (as some are questioning again today). Ironically, the 
NASA Artemis project to return to the moon is at best a slight improvement over 
the Apollo program, and all of the documentation and designs of Apollo that 
would have been helpful in reinventing the wheel as it were could not be found, 
as North American Rockwell, then known as Rockwell Inc., then, as the divisions 
supporting Apollo were sold to Boeing and somehow, in the process the designs 
of Apollo went missing. By the way, Artemis, the goddess of the hunt, was the 
sister of Apollo, the god of invention, healing, etc. 
   Because of Dick Keck who helped me get started, I became a part of the greatest 
adventure of mankind. For the first time, after looking up and worshiping the 
moon for millions of years, in a matter of 70 years mankind stood on the moon. 
One may wonder where we might be had Jimmy Carter not slowed down the pace 
of invention and discovery. Now the pace of invention and discovery is no longer 
affected by one man.  
   So much for my relationship to Dick Keck, rockets and covered wagons.  



Caption on photo:
“Louie Keck and Vick Headly. Vick stomped to death later by bucking bronco. 

Married to Aunt Lou and father of Dick 
Keck. Dick adopted by Uncle Newt 
Keck.”  (Newt is the biological father of 
Dick Keck. See Birth Certificate.) 
   Uncle Pal’s wife, June Copeland’s 
maiden name was Headlee and she 
was Vick’s and Don’s sister. Robert 
Leichner has corrected the caption. He 
supplied the obituary and death 
certificate of Don Headlee who was 
killed by a horse in 1947. Vick died in 
1969 according to the death certificate 



supplied by Robert Leichner.  

Email from Robert Leichner 3.15.2022 
Mel 
I attached Dick’s birth certificate.

When I met with Annette Copeland last time she said the notes I sent you from Lou 
could be read Kerns & West instead of Kernso West.

Email from Robert Leichner 10.17.2021 
Mel,

My son-in-law, John D. Keck, son of Dick Keck, has been in contact with Tom Keck, 
son of Louie Keck, to see if he can provide any additional information on Dick’s 
biological father. Tom is visiting family in Pennsylvania and will not return to the 
Spokane area for several weeks, then John will meet with him. We are hoping 
Tom will take a DNA test so that we can compare it to Dick N. Keck’s DNA test. 

Louie D. Keck, born Mar 25, 1902, and was married to Sadie Jane Fitzpatrick on 
Aug 4, 1924, in Spokane. Lou Copeland was born Nov 20, 1921, and married 
Newton Keck in Spokane on May 24, 1937, when she was 16 years old. Dick was 
born on Jun 24, 1938, when Lou was 17 years old. When Lou conceived Dick, she 
was 16 years old.  

According to my records Newt was the first husband of Lou, and James Buckley 
was her second husband. Also, according to records I have found she was married 
three times after James Buckley. 

Would you send me a genealogical summary of Clyde’s biological parents, 
maternal & paternal grandparents as you understand it? 

Email to Robert Leichner 10.17.2021 
Grandfather Clyde Henry West (Copeland) was son of Melford Henry and Grace 
West. Clyde says his grandfather was a Mr. Kern who homesteaded land where 
Woonsocket, SD is now located. We don't know how grandpa Clyde was related 
to great great grandfather Kern. Aaron and I are not able to get beyond that. The 
problem is that he homesteaded the property about 1841, in response to the 



1841 Homestead Act. There was another Homestead Act in 1861 that would be 
too late. In 1883 the railroads took over the land and sold 50 lots within two days. 
Records begin in 1883. We have been searching for the homestead data. This and 
more are in the Clyde Copeland Letter PDF. Mel  

           Clyde Henry Copeland (West) and wife Lovey L Copeland (Frye) 
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    Alonzo Dwight Copeland          Margaret Virginia Copeland 
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Dwight Alonzo “Slim” and Margaret Virginia Copeland with sons Donald Dwight 
and Melford Clyde Copeland 
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z 

Melford (Pal) and June Copeland              One of many Jam Sessions 
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Behind the kids is the window to Don’s and my bedroom. I often looked out the 
window, wondering what was beyond the hills of Mead, Washington. As it 
happened, with my wife, Marietta Paras Copeland, I traveled to Europe, the Far 
East, Mexico, etc., several times. She was a sales representative for Mexicana 
Airlines which at the time enabled free airline travel anywhere in the world. 
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Email 9.28.21 from Sherie Stinger Bury

My name is Sherie Stinger Bury, granddaughter of Pal and June Copeland and 
daughter of Linda Lou Copeland Stinger and Craig Stinger. I was forwarded your 
email about the family history of Aunt Lou (My great Aunt) and her son Dick. 
What a treat to read! I grew up listening to the music of Great Grampa Clyde, 
Great Uncle Slim, Great Aunt Lou and Grampa Pal and listening to all the stories 
about them from the Rodeos and Radio shows and their amazing lives. We were 
close to Aunt Lou until her passing. She was quite the woman! Our beloved, 
beautiful Gramma June passed at the age of 96 about 5 years ago. She was an 
incredible lady. Her and Grampa Pal raised the most fantastic family, my mom 
and her siblings. From your family history you shared in your email it sounds like 
amazing families is a trait that runs strong in the Copelands. I’ve attached some 
recent pictures for you of your cousins, Grampa Pal and Gramma June’s children. 
John William Copeland, Linda Lou Copeland Stinger, Dwight Donald Copeland, 
Christine Ann Copeland, and Michael James Copeland. I hope you enjoy them!  

With much regard,  
Sherie Stinger Bury 
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Dwight Donald Copeland  Michael James Copeland

        John Copeland           Linda  Copeland Stringer           Christine Copeland
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Photo of a family reunion at Tom Nord’s home, July 2005: 
 Larry Allen Nord and Thomas Alvar Nord are sons of Gene Alvar Nord and 
Margaret Virginia Nord (formerly Copeland). Larry Allen Nord is married to Bonnie 
Nord and they have a son, Kyle Nord. Tom Nord is married to Carol Nord.  They 
have no children. 
   Donald Dwight Copeland and Kayla Copeland (both deceased) have two 
children, Sheryl Copeland and Jeremy Copeland. Melford Clyde Copeland and 
Jocelyne Anouilh (of Paris, France), have a daughter, Anais Margarite Anouilh. 
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Larry and Bonnie Nord            Kyle Nord 

Melford Clyde Copeland and Kyle Nord 
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Mel, Jocelyne and their child, Anais, with George Wright and Margaret Virginia 
Wright (previously, Copeland), in Redding, California 

    Anais Margarite Anouilh           Jocelyne Anouilh   Melford Clyde Copeland 



28 

 Anais  
A 
Anais

Anais and her father Mel Copeland          Mel, Jocelyne and Anais aboard Mel’s  
Yacht, “Anais,” in San Francisco Bay. Her first birthday and when she first walked 

aboard the yacht.  Anais was born September 2, 1986, in Paris, France. 

A little bit about Melford Clyde Copeland: 
   I was fortunate to have been part of the Apollo Space Program. I joined North 
American Aviation in 1962 and was assigned to the Space and Information 
Systems Division, Downy, Ca., initially as a clerk and then graduated to 
administering study contracts in the division’s “think tank.” North American 

Aviation was known for the F-15 
rocket plane and the Mustang 
fighter of the Korean War. The 
company submitted a proposal that 
would fill up a bedroom sized room 
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(which I and another fellow mailed) and subsequently received the prime contract 
on the Apollo Program. North American’s share of the program  included the 
command capsule, the second stage of the rocket, the launch tower, electronics 
through its Autonetics Division, and rocket engines through its Rocketdyne 
Division. North American then became North American Rockwell and later just 
Rockwell Inc. The initial stages of the Apollo Program were all paper, mostly 
studies having to do with inventing the way to get to the moon and back. I 
administered many of the studies, one of which included the ablative reentry 
shielding for the Apollo command capsule.  
   When Apollo 11 was landing on the moon my grandmother, (mother’s mother) 
Sadie Ione Farlee, was living with me. She and her parents had come from 

Missouri when she was a child in a covered 
wagon and homesteaded  a ranch in 
Montana that was bordered by an Indian 
burial ground.  (The bodies were on 
platforms.)  As we watched the landing on 
the moon on TV I asked my grandmother 
how she felt, having crossed the United 
States in a covered wagon and now watching 
the Apollo moon landing in which her 

grandson had participated.  
    About 1966 I left North American Rockwell and became involved as a contract 
administrator in Electronic Warfare and other products until Jimmie Carter cut 
back on aerospace projects.  
   After changing careers I ended up in the newspaper business as a Sales 
Manager.  I am currently retired and an active researcher, writing on varied 
subjects but specializing in Bronze Age archeology and linguistics. I am one of the 
editors of academia.edu.  My works may be viewed at: 
https://independent.academia.edu/MelCopeland  
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When the world was less complicated:

The Slim Copeland house with its white picket fence and view of the High School 
in the background is still there and just as the family left it about 1950-1951. 
Standing on a hay wagon my Dad had are the Kirk children from the 
neighborhood. My mother and Gene Nord  sold the white house with picket fence 
and moved with the Nord family to an area near Spenard, Alaska.  
   The present owner of our old white house (as of 2005) added a larger garage to 
the property, but the old garage is also there. 

Email from Aaron Eaton on Eaton Family, 10.08.2021
Hello, my name is Aaron Eaton and I live in Independence, Missouri.  My 
grandfather and your father were first cousins.  I have been lucky enough to come 
across Mr. Bob Leichner, who is the gentleman you have had correspondence 
with and shared a lot of West family history and he has passed that along to me.    



31 

Firstly, thank you for you kindness in sharing some of the information you have.  I 
have been trying to find information on our family for most of my life and have 
come up with very little except dead ends.    

My great grandfather was John Melford Eaton...   John Melford Eaton>Melford 
West Eaton>Raymond Eaton>Me  

John Melford Eaton had two children, Melford West Eaton and Cleon West 
Eaton.   

Melford West Eaton had two boys, Raymond and Francis Eaton  

Cleon West Eaton had a boy (John Melford Brittain)  and a girl (Della Vivian 
Brittain).    

Minnie West Eaton (Clyde Copeland's sister) had two children, a boy (Clyde Jones) 
and a girl (Faybell Jones)   

Minnie passed away from the Spanish flu in 1918 as noted by Clyde Copeland in 
his letter.  There is supposed to be a diary out there somewhere of hers that tells 
of family history and her adventures as a rodeo performer and playing piano in 
silent movie houses.  I have no actual proof of this but hopefully one day it will 
surface.    

John Melford lived on a farm in Cass County, Missouri and raised Black Angus 
cows while working as a plasterer.  My father spent a lot of his time on the farm 
working as a boy with his brother.  My dad told my mom that our last name 
should be "West" but that is all he knew.  John Melford was remarried and his 
wife had children and she outlived John Melford by 20 years and all of his 
belongings and photo's went to her family so we have no photos or documents 
for him.  

John Melford's son, Melford West Eaton was a good man and died of appendix 
attack while working out of state as a boilermaker.  He left two small children and 
a lovely wife.  He did not pass any information about his family history if indeed 
he knew any.  So my dad was very much in the dark about "West" history.  
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Also note that both of John Melford's children have the middle name of "West".    

I have a photo or postcard of a hillbilly group playing in a band.  It has the name of 
"Hill Folks" on the top and several members of the band written on it (including 
Clyde).  This was in a family album that my great grandmother (John Melford's 
first wife) gave to my dad.  I couldn't figure out its significance for 20 years I kept 
it and was curious.  I then found John Melford's obituary and there was mention 
of a brother in Oregon named Clyde and it all made sense after a little research 
which lead me to your site!  (if you would like a copy of this photo, let me know 
and I will send it)  

I read the fantastic email you sent to Bob.  It was a goldmine of information and 
to see those photos and read the information was amazing for someone like me 
who has been searching for so long for any info.  In the letter that Clyde Copeland 
wrote to you, he mentions photos he had of the Eaton's.  If you know how I could 
get a copy of any of those, please let me know.    

Again, thank you for sharing with Bob and myself this great information and I 
want you to know it  

email from Aaron Eaton 10.08.2021:

Perhaps this was prior to his son being old enough to play with him?  This must 
have been something he sent to his brother. 

Aaron 
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Who is buried in the old Woonsocket Cemetery> 

Email from Arron  Eaton 10.12.2021 
Mel,    

I will really look through and reply best I can to the emails you sent today.  I was glad to 
receive them.  

Here I can give you a couple things quickly.  The last bit you write about is betting a 
relative was actually buried in Woonsocket, SD.  There is an old cemetery in 
Woonsocket, SD that only has one marker but legend has it that many are buried 
there.  It is searchable by google or any search engine.  The name is "Pioneers of 1882 
Cemetery" located in Woonsocket, SD.  It is only marked with one marker and it is an 
interesting one.  I have included the one headstone at this cemetery.   

Email to Aaron Eaton  
10.12.2021 
Mel,  

Got it. I believed all along that this is a murder mystery. The tombstone alone is very 
suspect. We need to hear from Brian Gevik as to what the history of Woonsocket says. 
And wait. 

Mel 



Tombstone of Grace West, wife of 
Melford Henry West

    Grace is the mother of John Melford 
Eaton (West), Minnie Grace Eaton (West) 
and Clyde Henry West (Copeland).  
   After her husband Melford Henry West 
died about 1898, Grace married B. H. 
Crawford.  
   She died age 28, May 13, 1900. Grandpa 
Clyde Henry Copeland said in his letter of 
July 21, 1971 that his father, “Melford 
Henry West, died 72 years ago.” 
   All of the children were adopted in 1898. 
Clyde Henry West was adopted by Mr. and 

Mrs. Alonzo Dow 
Copeland December 
9, 1898. The elder 
children, John 
Melford and Minnie 
Grace, were adopted 
by Dr. Eaton and his 
wife. 
   Grace West 
married B. H. 
Crawford (Harrison 
Crawford) December 
13, 1898.  It is not 
known why Grace 

West put her children up for adoption 4 days earlier than her marriage to 
Harrison Crawford. In May 1900 she died. 
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Appendix A  
Newspaper  Accounts/ Miscellaneous Documents 



Appendix: Newspaper Accounts 

Robert Leichner comments on Newspaper accounts and Census data

I am still puzzled about the release of Clyde by Grace West to the Copelands on Dec 9 189 then 
a marriage license to Grace West and Benjamin Harrison Crawford on Dec 15 1898. She dies in 
May 1990, so almost 18 months after releasing Clyde. 

On June 8, 1900, John Melford West is living with William & Cora Airy (Aery) in Winona 
according to the 1900 census. 

On June 8, 1900 Minne Fenay West is living with Robert & Mary Price in Winona according to 
the 1900 census. 

On June 9, 1900, Clyde is living with Alonzo & Molly Copeland in Winona according to the 
1900 census.  

In 1910 John Melford West now John Eaton is living as a boarder with the Debert Fitzpatrick in 
Mount Washington, MO according to the 1910 census. 

In 1910 Minnie West is living as an adopted child with Elliott & Nellie Eaton in Mount 
Washington, MO according to the 1910 census. 

In 1910 Clyde Copeland is living with Alonzo and Molly Copeland in Eminence, Mo according 
to the 1910 census. 



ureent Wav(nWEmictnt,nMWscoo)rec·W2WW41WsveW89T9MWhPrW2WWgv3nWD

w)ltd)vOnOW)tW0, W8pMW4p48

udcBBnOWy:S

leichnil

©rtMW0, W8pMW4p48

u)B:ec3P WNW4p48W.nloBvBneoA,)iAWRddWc3P oWnone(nOA



ureent Wav(nWEmictnt,nMWscoo)rec·W3WW0JW1rtW89T9MWhPrW3WWgv2nWD

w)ltd)vOnOW)tWp, W8JMWDJD8

udcBBnOWy:S

leichnil

©rtMWp, W8JMWDJD8

u)B:ec2P WNWDJD8W.nloBvBneoA,)iAWRddWc2P oWnone(nOA



ureent Wav(nWEmictnt,nMWscoo)rec·W1WW5DW8n,W59T9MWhPrW1WWgvwnW5

8)ltd)vOnOW)tW0, W52MWp2p5

udcBBnOWy:S

leichnil

©rtMW0, W52MWp2p5

u)B:ecwP WNWp2p5W.nloBvBneoA,)iAWRddWcwP oWnone(nOA



ureent Wav(nWEmictnt,nMWscoo)rec·W1WW2JW8vtW29TTMWhPrW1WWgvDnW2

w)ltd)vOnOW)tW0, W2pMWJpJ2

udcBBnOWy:S

leichnil

©rtMW0, W2pMWJpJ2

u)B:ecDP WNWJpJ2W.nloBvBneoA,)iAWRddWcDP oWnone(nOA



ureent Wav(nWEmictnt,nMWscoo)rec·W1WW5DW8n,W59T9MWhPrW1WWgvwnW9

8)ltd)vOnOW)tW0, W52MWp2p5

udcBBnOWy:S

leichnil

©rtMW0, W52MWp2p5

u)B:ecwP WNWp2p5W.nloBvBneoA,)iAWRddWcwP oWnone(nOA



he GrandiHdGl an(iG,randiHdMGsHoou)aH·G3GGSGp 1G908PMGhe)G3GGgn4 GD

wuOd(uni iGudGct2G9SMGW8W9

Cua(iGBu(( t2Hud

 sep1s908
B(H11 iGy:©

aton3528502

C iMGct2G9SMGW8W9

Bu1:aH4e2GNGW8W9G. Oo1n1 aomtuAmGR((GvH4e2oGv o a im



efrrfson CityTCbstu- fP(noyC,efrrfson CityTMC)toon-st·C4CC1Ce- C927SMCagyC4CC(gDfC1

wnl dngOfOCn Cc3yC90MC7W79

pnsdOCinddf3ytn 

4 jun1j927
idtBBfOC:Th

aton3528502

pfOMCc3yC90MC7W79

inBTstD©yCNC7W79C.floBgBfsom3nAmCRddCvtD©yoCvfofsfOm



hanoo oCu toyDCemc r(nyCWi,o onMCs,)) t(,·C1CC3FCbm9C343PMCb(,C1CCgnwmC3

e lod nOmOC oC2ryC3FMC0p03

i (dOCu ddmry, o

3 feb9f343
ud,BBmOC:D©

aton3528502

imOMC2ryC3FMC0p03

u BD(,wayCNC0p03C.ml)BnBm()Ar cACRddCv,way)Cvm)m(mOA



hanoo oCu toyDCemc r(nyCWi,o onMCs,)) t(,·C2CC71CsnDC967TMCPatC2CCgnwmC9

e lod nOmOC oC3ryC90MC7p79

i (dOCu ddmry, o

7 may1m967
ud,BBmOC:D©

aton3528502

imOMC3ryC90MC7p79

u BD(,wayCNC7p79C.ml)BnBm()Ar cACRddCv,way)Cvm)m(mOA



hanoo oCu toyDCemc r(nyCWi,o onMCs,)) t(,·C1CC8JC9noC824FMCP(,C1CCgnwmCF

e lod nOmOC oC3ryC80MC4p48

i (dOCu ddmry, o

8 jan9j824
ud,BBmOC:D©

aton3528502

imOMC3ryC80MC4p48

u BD(,wayCNC4p48C.ml)BnBm()Ar cACRddCv,way)Cvm)m(mOA



he GrandiHdGl an(iG,randiHdMGsHoou)aH·G2GG5OGct1G906PMGhe)G2GGgn4 GD

wu3d(uni iGudGct1G9WMG5659

Cua(iGpu(( t1Hud

5 oct1o906
p(HBB iGy:©

aton3528502

C iMGct1G9WMG5659

puB:aH4e1GNG5659G. 3oBnB aomtuAmGR((GvH4e1oGv o a im



hanoo oCu toyDCemc r(nyCWi,o onMCs,)) t(,·C1CC39CsnDC326TMCPatC1CCgnwmC3

e lod nOmOC oC0ryC39MC6p63

i (dOCu ddmry, o

3 may9m326
ud,BBmOC:D©

aton3528502

imOMC0ryC39MC6p63

u BD(,wayCNC6p63C.ml)BnBm()Ar cACRddCv,way)Cvm)m(mOA



he GrandiHdGl an(iG,randiHdMGsHoou)aH·G2GG3AGg)1G906PMGhe)G2GGDn1 G9

wuOd(uni iGudGctWG9AMG3639

Cua(iGpu(( tWHud

3 Aug1A906
p(HBB iGy:©

aton3528502

C iMGctWG9AMG3639

puB:aH1eWGNG3639G. OoBnB aomtuRmGg((GvH1eWoGv o a im



he GrandiHdGl an(iG,randiHdMGsHoou)aH·G2GG7DGc 1G906PMGhe)G2GGgnw G9

cuOd(uni iGudGt13G9WMG7679

Cua(iGpu(( 13Hud

7 dec1d906
p(HBB iGy:©

aton3528502

C iMGt13G9WMG7679

puB:aHwe3GNG7679G. OoBnB aom1uAmGR((GvHwe3oGv o a im



ureent Wav(nWEmictnt,nMWscoo)rec·W2WW1SWpn9WSTSSMWhPrW2WWgvDnWS

w)ltd)vOnOW)tW4, WS0MW1B1S

a)edOWu)ddn, c)t

udc99nOWy:©

aton3528502

hPrMW4, WS0MW1B1S

u)9:ecDP WNW1B1SW.nlo9v9neoA,)iAWRddWcDP oWnone(nOA



ureent Wav(nWEmictnt,nMWscoo)rec·W2WW9AWp1eW5A5TMWhPrW2WWgvDnW5

w)ltd)vOnOW)tW4, W50MW9B95

a)edOWu)ddn, c)t

udc11nOWy:©

aton3528502

hPrMW4, W50MW9B95

u)1:ecDP WNW9B95W.nlo1v1neoR,)iRWpddWcDP oWnone(nOR



ureent Wav(nWEmictnt,nMWscoo)rec·W1WW5yWsv9W535TMWhPrW1WWgvDnW5

w)ltd)vOnOW)tW2, W5TMW0p05

a)edOWu)ddn, c)t

udcBBnOW:9©

aton3528502

anOMW2, W5TMW0p05

u)B9ecDP WNW0p05W.nloBvBneoA,)iAWRddWcDP oWnone(nOA



hanoo oCu toyDCemc r(nyCWi,o onMCs,)) t(,·C1CC3OC9ryC32OTMCPatC1CCgnwmC3

e lod n0m0C oC9ryC3OMCTpT3

i (d0Cu ddmry, o

ud,BBm0C:D©

aton3528502

im0MC9ryC3OMCTpT3

u BD(,wayCNCTpT3C.ml)BnBm()Ar cACRddCv,way)Cvm)m(m0A



hanoo oCu toyDCemc r(nyCWi,o onMCs,)) t(,·C8CC1CsnDC930TMCPatC8CCgnwmC9

e lod nOmOC oC4ryC92MCpTp9

i (dOCu ddmry, o

ud,BBmOC:D©

aton3528502

PatMC4ryC92MCpTp9

u BD(,wayCNCpTp9C.ml)BnBm()Ar cACRddCv,way)Cvm)m(mOA



lommfiedo Mnmterm(M,lommfiedo NMbda(sk)s·M2MM4OMc1rM989TNMhuPM2MMgsDdM9

wm0toms d MmtMc1rM9ONM4W49

Cm(o Mpmood1remt

poeyyd Ml:©

aton3528502

huPNMc1rM9ONM4W49

pmy:(eDurM.M4W49Mbd0kysyd(kA1mfAMRooMveDurkMvdkd(d A



Note: this report was compiled from Ancestry.com by Robert Leichner 











Appendix B 

Death Certificates regarding dates mentioned in this document  



























Appendix C 
Woonsocket history, West ancestors

Information from the Early History of Sanborn County  
(through www.familysearch.com) 

Extracted by Robert Leichner 

 (page 161) An account by Elsie West Robertson says that the West, McRoberts 
and Hollenbeck families were early pioneers. An N. T. West came to Sanborn 
County in 1882 and settled near the McRoberts home, southwest of Woonsocket. 
West built two soddies, one of which was built on another piece of land due to a 

mistake in “description.” His brother 
Harry West also homesteaded and his 
homestead was on the northeast 5-106-
62 now known as the Runafelt farm. 
   An outbreak of black small pox occurred 
after a stranger stayed at the McRoberts 
home.  Both the McRoberts and N. T. 
West had been vaccinated and were 
immune and worked with the sick, getting 

provisions and burying the dead. Mr. West had to take lumber out of the ceilings 
of the sod houses to make coffins and Mr. McRoberts donated ten acres 



for a 
cemetery. At one time there were 75 graves there but not all due to the epidemic. 
Harry West was one of the victims. 
   Near the West tombstone is a tombstone of George Hollenbeck, also dated 
1882. Just behind the Hollenbeck tombstone and below the tubular rail one can 
see the West tombstone sticking up above the leaves. Beneath the stone may be 



Harry West. Harry is a male given name, the Middle English form of Henry. It is 
also a diminutive form of Harold, Harrison or Harvey [wikipiedia.org]. The West 
tombstone may therefore be that of Melford Henry West, son of Mr. Kern who 
homesteaded the land where Woonsocket, SD is now located. Melford Henry 
West died in SD according to Grandpa Clyde Henry West and his wife, Grace, died 
in Winona, Mo. N. T. West, who survived the epidemic, may be the brother of 
Melford Henry West. 





























The West Family Heritage 
 (4.26.2022)

Email from Robert Leichner, 4.18.2022: 

Also, this weekend through DNA I was able to identify the earliest West ancestor in America for 
Clyde, Minnie and John - Francis West. Here are his descendants that lead to Clyde, Minnie and 
John: 

Francis West, b. 1606 
  Samuel West, b. 1643 
    Francis West, b. 1669 
       Samuel West, b. 1700 
          Abner West, b. 1737 
             William West, b. 1762 
                 Lucius West b. 1805 
                    Othello West b. 1841 
                        Henry West b. 1871 
      John, Minnie, Clyde West

Bob



Sanborn County South Dakota

Cemeteries

Cemetery Latitude Longitude Ave St Addl

Aquilla 44.196ºN 98.232ºW 399 220

Cemeteries of Sanborn County, SD http://genealogytrails.com/sdak/sanborn/cemeteries.html

1 of 2 10/15/2021, 4:44 PM

http://genealogytrails.com/sdak
http://genealogytrails.com/sdak
http://genealogytrails.com/sdak/sanborn/aquillacem.html
http://genealogytrails.com/sdak/sanborn/aquillacem.html


Bethany-Silver

Creek
44.091ºN 98.161ºW 402.5227.5 no Topo

Bonney 44.177ºN 98.050ºW 408 221.5 W side

Butler 43.917ºN 98.051ºW 408 239.5 E side

Diana 44.017ºN 97.921ºW 414.5232.5 Artesian; StAnth?;

Eventide 44.060ºN 98.285ºW 396.3229.6
NW Woonsocket E

of StWilf

Farwell 43.879ºN 97.869ºW 417 242 SEquad; sec25;

Lutheran 44.096ºN 97.928ºW 414.6 227 Sside

Mount Pleasant

Norwegian

Lutheran
44.097ºN 97.934ºW 414.4 227 Nside

Saint Anthony's 44.020ºN 97.920ºW 414.5232.3 Eside; sec4;

Saint Anthony's

NW
44.148ºN 97.950ºW 413 223.5 Eside; sec20;

Saint Wilfrid 44.060ºN 98.288ºW 396.2229.6
NW Woonsocket;

Wside Eventide;

Silver Creek 44.076ºN 98.150ºW 403 228.5 Eside; sec15;

Trinity/Glendale

Colony
44.866ºN 98.291ºW 396.5 174

not Sanborn;

sec9?;

West Lawn 43.896ºN 98.153ºW 403 241
NWquad W of

Letcher;

Many thanks to Michael Bonnes for this information!
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Sanborn County South Dakota

Births W-Z

Contributed by a Friend of Free Genealogy from Vital Records

BACK

Name
Birth

Date
Gender County Father Mother

Arthur Cleveland

Waldron

4 Mar

1893
Male Sanborn

John Franklin

Waldron

Mary Elizabeth

Hart

Martha Pauline

Walker

5 Sep

1881
Female Sanborn

George Crawford

Walker
Clara Mackral

Violinta Walker
12 May

1883
Female Sanborn

George Crawford

Walker

Clara Lin

Mackall

William Wallace

Walker

15 Jun

1889
Male Sanborn George C Walker Clara Macrall

Charles Edward

Walker

8 Aug

1895
Male Sanborn

George Crawford

Walker
Clara Mackrell

Nina Elizabeth

Walls

23 Oct

1887
Female Sanborn Phillip M Walls

Emma

Burrington

Maude Leona

Walls

31 Jan

1889
Female Sanborn

Phillip Mcloyd

Walls

Emma Jane

Burrington

Mable May Walls
5 Sep

1890
Female Sanborn Phillip M Walls

Emma J

Burrington

Ray Dewey

Walton

27 Aug

1898
Male Sanborn

Leo Edward

Walton

Minnie Alice

Wares
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Rollin Oliver

Ward

18 Nov

1885
Male Sanborn George Ward Linnie Adams

Lillian Booth

Washburn

21 Dec

1893
Female Sanborn

Arthur Sanford

Washburn
Nettie Platts

Josephine

Gertrude Watkins

2 Feb

1892
Female Sanborn

George G

Watkins
Josephine Stekl

Marie Albertina

Watznauer

1 Dec

1890
Female Sanborn

Edward F

Watznauer
Justine Schriber

Leo Henry

Watznauer

27 Jan

1891
Male Sanborn

Leopold A

Watznauer
Anna Hinker

Frances

Watznauer

17 Apr

1892
Female Sanborn

Joseph

Watznauer
Mary Hinker

Josephine

Watznauer

10 Oct

1894
Female Sanborn

Joseph

Watznauer
Mary Hinker

Cora Daisy

Weatherill

5 Jan

1900
Female Sanborn

George

Weatherill
Anna Owen

Lela Vay Weaver
16 Sep

1894
Female Sanborn

Samuel Orrin

Weaver

Amanda Pearl

Pepper

Edward Herschel

Webster

9 Dec

1894
Male Sanborn

Frank Herschel

Webster

Katherene

Robinson

John B Wecker
13 Jun

1894
Male Sanborn Nick Wecker Kathleen Privet

Anna Ethel Weir
23 Feb

1885
Female Sanborn James Weir Harriet Shiner

William Weir
13 Dec

1903
Male Sanborn William Weir Jenny Steiner

Mary Welch
6 Nov

1901
Female Sanborn W H Welch Ella Mernough

Edna Laura

Welfring

4 Jan

1894
Female Sanborn Peter W Welfring Fananie Cowan

George William

Welfring

12 Aug

1898
Male Sanborn

Peter William

Welfring

Fanny May

Cowan

Elsie Sophia West
6 Nov

1882
Female Sanborn Nicholas T West

Elizabeth

Krueger
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Harry Carr West
30 May

1884
Male Sanborn Nicholas T West

Elizabeth

Krueger

Arthur Nicholas

West

4 Jul

1886
Male Sanborn Nicholas T West

Elizabeth

Krueger

Emma Ruth West
13 Feb

1888
Female Sanborn Nicholas T West

Elizabeth

Krueger

Jean Louise May

West

20 May

1890
Female Sanborn Nicholas T West

Elizabeth

Krueger

William Leroy

West

20 Sep

1893
Male Sanborn

William

Frederick West
Mary Ethie West

Elmer Carl West
24 May

1894
Male Sanborn Nicholas T West

Elizabeth

Krueger

Gordon Leigh

West

9 Sep

1896
Male Sanborn Nicholas T West

Elizabeth

Krueger

John Arthur West
2 Oct

1899
Male Sanborn Nicholas T West

Elizabeth

Krueger

Nettie Fay

Westfall

8 Oct

1902
Female Sanborn

Samuel Warren

Westfall
Della Weigart

Ralph Bates

Weston

10 Nov

1887
Male Sanborn

George Bates

Weston

Sarah Delphina

Corliss

George Ray

Weston

24 Jun

1893
Male Sanborn George B Weston Sarah D Corliss

Isabelle Wheaton
17 Aug

1899
Female Sanborn

Walter Halsey

Wheaton

Eva Matilda

Baldwin

Asa Benton

Wheeler

20 Jun

1884
Male Sanborn

Thomas L

Wheeler

Mary Viola

Newman

Elmo Clifford

Wheeler

12 Sep

1900
Male Sanborn C C Wheeler Renne R Brooks

Thomas Leroy

Wheeler

13 Aug

1902
Male Sanborn C C Wheeler Renne R Brooks

Edna White
7 Feb

1887
Female Sanborn Matthew White Etta M Browning

Helen Evangeline

White

6 Jul

1897
Female Sanborn

Charles Nathan

White

Alice Louise

Serveson
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Winnie Faye

Whitney

12 Feb

1901
Female Sanborn

Frank Bartlet

Whitney

Iva May

Shoemaker

Mary Claire Wilde
29 Mar

1891
Female Sanborn Eber Wilde

Lena C

Ashmore

Edith Ashmore

Wilde

10 Feb

1895
Female Sanborn Eber Wilde

Lena C

Ashmore

Grace Elizabeth

Wilder

18 Aug

1890
Female Sanborn

Benjamin

Vaughan Wider

Anna Alberta

Bowers

Glen Bowers

Wilder

14 Jul

1892
Male Sanborn

Benjamin

Vaughn Wilder

Anna Alberta

Bowers

Delma Marion

Wilder

23 Aug

1894
Female Sanborn

Benjamin

Vaughn Wilder

Annie Alberta

Bowers

Elva May Thelma

Wilder

13 Dec

1899
Female Sanborn

Benjamin

Vaughan Wilder

Anna Alberta

Bowers

George Charles

Wilds

9 Jun

1899
Male Sanborn Earl Bliss Wilds

Winnifred Idella

Welch

Myrtle Wilkinson
4 Jan

1901
Female Sanborn

Edward F

Wilkinson

Maggie O

Boldan

Hiram John

Willard

2 Mar

1884
Male Sanborn Hiram Willard Esther Fisk

Iruie Warren

Willard

19 Feb

1895
Male Sanborn

Charles Fredric

Willard
Josephine Adair

Ira Walter

Williams

11 Oct

1882
Male Sanborn Isaac Williams Nancy Long

Bessie Mary

Williams

20 Feb

1884
Female Sanborn Issac Williams Nancy Long

Ray Edwin

Williams

15 Jun

1891
Male Sanborn Issac Williams Nancy Long

Zadia Mildred

Williamson

6 Feb

1902
Female Sanborn

Andrew

Williamson
Ella Ida Smith

Grace Amelia

Wilson

24 Dec

1885
Female Sanborn

Stephen Findly

Wilson
Catherine Laing

Margaret Gould

Wilson

20 May

1887
Female Sanborn John E Wilson

Hortense

Mckune
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Keck DNA Matches 
By Robert Leichner
11.24.2021

Dwight Copeland & John Keck Dwight Copeland & Dick Keck Dwight Copeland & Katrina Chestuch John Keck & Katrina Chestuch Dwight Copeland & Francis Eaton John Keck & Francis Eaton
Adam Remillard A.K. berta2926 AprilFavinger Barbara Antonelli AprilFavinger 
B.H. Adam Remillard breezewest1 berta2926 berta2926 berta2926 
B_Reeder71 Adrianna Waters cacoyote2 Billy Taylor Blair Anderson Blair Anderson 
berta2926 see Korn Agnes Marquardt Charlene Bull cacoyote2 breezewest1 cacoyote2 
bevlady Allison Morgan Estape Christopher Dee West Charlene Bull cacoyote2 Charlene Bull 
Bill Deering Amanda Marie Duncan claudia magnuson claudia magnuson Charlene Bull claudia magnuson 
Blair Anderson unlinked annmyers20 David West David Fletcher Christopher Dee West David Fletcher 
cacoyote2 no tree arjackson163 Diane Alexandre David West claudia magnuson David West 
Candra Orchard ashley harris Dick Keck Dick Keck David West Dick Keck 
Carolyn Sue Middleton Audrey Davis Ellen Renzullo Dwight Copeland Diane Alexandre Dwight Copeland 
Charlene Bull no tree B.H. Eva Murphy Ellen Renzullo Dick Keck Ellen Renzullo 
Charlene Lindberg B.W. Extended Family Eva Murphy Donald Kerns Eva Murphy 
Christopher Hester B_Reeder71 Francis Eaton Fern Annette Favill Cordle Ellen Renzullo Jamaal Mitchell 
claudia magnuson unlinked benagilbert Jacob McCabe Francis Eaton Eva Murphy Katrina Chestuch 
Cody Sabin berta2926 Jamaal Mitchell Jamaal Mitchell Jamaal Mitchell Lori Scharpf 
David West unlinked Betty Heiden Jared Remillard Jared Remillard John Keck Michael T Hibbs 
davis_hood bevlady jerrenist jerrenist Katrina Chestuch miwagner_1 
deeringd81 Bill Deering jill_swenson64 Lori Scharpf Kenneth Fineout N.O. 
Dick Keck no tree Bill Newberry John Keck Nancy Stelling Lori Scharpf Nancy Stelling 
DRATSEALS billbrown_1987 Lori Scharpf RFARNS Marcus Ferraro RFARNS 
elgpummill Blair Anderson Marcus Ferraro Shannon Korn N.O. Susan DiMaggio 
Ellen Renzullo private Brett Leonard Michael Remillard Susan DiMaggio RFARNS Tara Rew 
Eva Murphy none Brian Thomas N.O. starchmans 
Francis Eaton 15 C.P. Paul Dix Stephen West 
GS F cacoyote2 RFARNS Susan DiMaggio 
Jamaal Mitchell unlinked Camille McDonnell Shannon Korn Tara Rew 
James Arthur Tenney Candice Guay slewis367 valerie Horschler 
James Broadfoot Candra Orchard Stephen West zephyr1955 
Jared Remillard Carolgarde Susan DiMaggio 
Jeannine Stricker Carolyn Sue Middleton zephyr1955 
jerrenist Cassidy Mendoza 
Katrina Chestuch public ccreecy 
Kyle Heberle cdamron39 
Linda Jean Guffy cdem55770536 
Lindsey Redfield cgalvagno 
Lori Scharpf unlinked Charlene Bull 
Lucille Orchard Charlene Lindberg 
lybergers Charnae Stross 
Marlene Fry Cherilyn Burke 
Michael Smith childersandmeyers 
N.O. (see Roots Limbs and Leaves) Christopher Hester 
P.M. Cindy Starchman-Million 
PattysAncestors Clark_Peggy20 
Rachel Brown claudia magnuson 
Raven Otero-Symphony clpierce2 
RFARNS private Cody Sabin 
sabrinalouise39 conhines1 
Sandra Smith Cynthia Ratcliff 
Shannon Korn public D.M. 
Sheri Rose Orchard Daniel Hanger 
Steveorch David Myers 
Susan DiMaggio public David West 
Susie Stricker DavidWesterman19 
Tara Rew davis_hood 
Teresa Curry Deborah Newberry 
tfry713 Deborah stack 
Tiffani Frank deeringd81 
Treavor Copeland deidra mcafee 
Wendy Fry Dennis Johnson 
William Blanks DesertDweller19 
Zachary Bible Diane Alexandre 

doloresabel 
DonaldVieth 
DRATSEALS 
E.K. 
E.R. 
elgpummill 
Elizabeth Freeman 
Elizabeth Melvin 
Ellen Renzullo 
Eva Murphy 
everett brown 
floydaclark62 
foxtrottingrn1 
Francis Eaton 
FreeSpirit918 



Keck DNA Matches 
By Robert Leichner
11.24.2021

G.V. 
Gary Sedlacek 
george wise 
Glen Lee Hackamack 
GS F 
Gwelty89 
H.B. 
Heather Johnston 
J.D. 
J.E. 
J.G. 
J.M. 
Jamaal Mitchell 
James Arthur Tenney 
James Broadfoot 
JAMES ORCHARD 
Jane Brown 
Jared Remillard 
Jeannine Stricker 
jennifer konkler 
jerrenist 
Jerry Lynne Reavis 
jill_swenson64 
Jobie O'Neil 
John Davenport 
John Jones 
John Keck 
John webber 
Judith Sharp 
Julie Acker 
Julius Moore 
justiceemily 
K.C. 
K.S. 
Karen Wehba-Harmon 
Katrina Chestuch 
kdbrinkley80 
Kurt Glass 
Kyle Heberle 
Kyleigh Vestal 
L.F. 
L.L. 
L.O. 
Lacy Wharram 
Larry Mudloff 
Linda Jean Guffy 
Linda Mehling 
Linda Wooten 
Lindsey Redfield 
lizabethjay20 
Lon J Gates 
lorey214 
Lori Scharpf 
Lucille Linda Morton 
Lucille Orchard 
lybergers 
M.M. 
MAliceBay 
Marcus Ferraro 
Marlene Fry 
Martin Hill 
Martin Wieland 
maryHooks37 
mctovar12 
Michael McConnell 
Michael Smith 
Mykhala Stillings 
N.O. 
nana todd 
nanahas15 
Nancy Duncan 
Natalie Walker 
Nathan Steelman 
Nicholas Gearhart 
nutdance 
P.M. 
Patricia Peters 



Keck DNA Matches 
By Robert Leichner
11.24.2021

PattysAncestors 
Paul Cunningham 
Public linked tree
quinella18 
Rachel Brown 
Raven Otero-Symphony 
rebecca4349 
Regina Hair 
Renee Ruys Iverson 
RFARNS 
Richard Kyle 
RICHARD ROSA 
robert abernethy 
Robert Chappelle 
Robert Myers 
S.A. 
S.C. 
sabrinalouise39 
Sandra Smith 
Sarah Bray 
Sarah Lindley 
Shannon Korn 
Sheila Weiss 
Sheri Rose Orchard 
Stephanie Chappelle 
Stephanie Conway 
Stephanie Holt 
Stephen Dornbush 
Stephen Goodwin Fry 
Stephen Watson 
Stephen West 
Steveorch 
Susan DiMaggio 
SUSAN MIDDLETON 
susie jones 
Susie Stricker 
Tamara Stricker 
Tara Rew 
Taryn Kyle 
tatealexkuhn 
Teresa Curry 
tfry713 
thegrades1 
Theresa Gornick 
Tiffani Frank 
Timothy Buchanan 
Tom McKinney 
Treavor Copeland 
V P 
Valerie Law 
Venvie 
Vicki Hansbrough 
Virginia McConnell Moore 
Vonya Goulooze 
W.T. 
Walter Maxwell 
Wendy Fry 
wendy strang 
William Blanks 
William Stack 
William Steelman 
wishingstarr81 
Zachary Bible 








