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Minnie West (Eaton’s) Diary
Transcribed by Mel Copeland 4.04.2022 

Pages 1-15 are book reviews by Minnie, which are not included herein.
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Page 16 of Minnie’s diary 

History of Married Life-- 

I met my fiancé July 3-1910. 
Married him on the evening of November 
21st, 1910 at 10: AM. My husband was then 
18 years and 20 days  old; I ws 16 years 
and 8 months old. We were the happiest 
couple I think that ever left a preachers home. 
We went to the home of my brother John 
where I had been keeping a bachelor’s 
house for a few months on the 28th of   
January 1911, we moved to a little two 
room house back of Fairmont Park 
where we  have been a week and now 
I am ready to start in o my daily record. 
Got my husband’s breakfast 
and off to work by 7 Oclock this morning, 
cleaned my house, giving both rooms 
a good scrubbing, sat around reading 
stories the rest of the day up till 8 Oclock. 
My little cousin Bennie came over 
and played a while, he has just gone 
and I must stop and prepare supper 
for my dear little boy husband. 

Wednesday, Feb. 8 -- 1911-- 

Well, I have missed one day 
already.  I must be more careful, 
but I went to town yesterday and 
was not feeling well when I 
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Page 17 of Minnie’s diary 

Got home. While I was down town 
I met a young man whom I was 
slightly acquainted with and he 
was very impudent to me. I told 
a policeman but the fellow had 
skipped out that was on Walnut 
went on up to Grand Ave. and the(n) 
a man came up to me if that fellow 
was following me. 
I said “he is following me.” 
I know it, I have been wtching 
from Main St., said he” and I want  
just like to get a hold of him 
and put him in the work house 
for about 6 months. 
 Got home and toly my husband 
about it made him angry and  
he wants to lick that fellow. 
Today I have done my work 
as usual scrubbed the kitchen and 
back porch, went over to mammas  
and played my new music. I from 
yesterday have come home and it(s) 
almost 5 Oclock and I must \ 
prepare supper again. Good-bye. 

Thursday, Feb.9-1911 
Another day has passed.  I  
went over to mammas today f(or) 
a few minutes. Supper is one 



7 



8 

Page 18 of Minnie’s diary

And I have the dishes done.  
Am baking some raisin pies and some bread.  
Eddie dear is lying on the bed 
po(i)nting he has just come in 
and we have kissed each other 
and he wants me to read 
 St. Elmo to him so I must 
 stop writing for to-day. 

Sunday Feb. 10—1911 

This is a beautiful day with all 
(sunshine?) every place only it is a 
(truly?) windy but we must look 
over the windy sides of life and 
look for sunshine only. I have 
so (am blesd?) my house as usual and 
everything as the inside compares 
with light on the outside all 
sunshine and bright. 
“Um! Is mine! Says my little Flossy 
dog I want in.” 
“Come in now lay down.” 
She minds me when I speak 
to her. 
It (………?) at my grocery boy 
did not bring me any Peanut Butter. 
Oh! dear, said I have to make 
a dozen sandwiches for my cousin 
Grace. What shall I do? Guessed 
must go get some. 
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Page 19 of Minnie’s diary
Mel Copeland 

“Monday Feb. 13-1911-- 
What a drissly day this is. It is raining. 
Yesterday was my brother John 
birthday. He was 21 years old,  
and I cannot speak to him 
is the first birthday he has sp(ent) 
away from his only living sister. 
Took my washing over to mamma (to?) 
day and learned that Mrs. West 
One of our church members had d(ied?) 
at 9:00 o’clock this morning. She was 60. 
She was such a dear woman. Oh (God?) 
help  me to live such a life as wo(uld) 
help others too! 

Tues. Feb. 14—1911-- 
Mrs Hibstefer’s ? funeral was  
today.  She is to be taken to Oak Grove in 
the morning.  

Wednesday Feb. 15—1911-- 
This is my grandma’s birthday.  
She is 67 years old. Did a large washing  
today over to mammas. 

Saturday Feb. 19—1911-- 

Oh! Such wether! It has be(en) 
raining the last two days and now it(s) 
snowing, everything is so pretty and whi(te). 
I’m ‘fraid if it keeps on snowing as its 
been all day and  is (clering?) now every  
thing will be made of snow. 
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Page 20 of Minnie’s diary 

O! I get so lonesome sitting her3e all day with 
nothing to do but sit and look out the  
window.  I have been away from mamma, 
now 2 days I’ll just have to go to-morrow. 
I want to go to Sunday school if it will 
quit snowing. 

Sunday Feb. 19—1911-- 

Here is a beautiful Sunday 
everything is white and beautiful. 
“I’m going to bed,” says Ed. 
“An your not,” says  Minnie 
(“No way”)? 
“Cause I nott going to let you” 
“Who is my boss?” 
“I am ,” says I, “what have you to 
say about it.” Ha! Ha! Such kids. 

Monday February 20—1911.-- 
A beginning of another week. 

And every thing is white with snow and the 
sun is shining so brightly that it makes 
a person blind to look out the window. 
I am so lonesome I hardly know what 
to do, but it is to bad to go any place. 
and besides I promised Ed I would not 
go any place as I guess I must bear 
it out for it isn’t like to break any kind 
of promise. Yesterday we stayed at home 
all day and I had “Cecil dreeme through 
and about 9 chapters of the Bible I am 
reading it through to my husband 
(Ed?) 
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Page 21 of Minnie’s diary

I didn’t see why my groceries 
don’t come I must have 
oil for I haven’t a drop in t(he) 
and can’t burn my lam(p). 

Friday Feb. 24—1911; 

A good many things had 
(taken? glad?) this week. Tuesday Ed(‘s) 
cousin King Wayfield and Minnie had 
got married. Ed and I went with 
them to get married that day 
at 9 am at Bro Sasilnurs? House! 
Were weve married as the 21st at 
10 P.M. and they on the 21st at 7 A.M. 
exactly 11 months after we were (in?) 
Wednesday (lava?) holiday and Ed’s  
not work. Last night Ed came 
with the front of his neck all  
burned. I dressed it this and 
and it was awful, from today I(‘m) 
going to finish my work. I was   
out a few things and go over 
to mammas as usual. 

Monday Feb. 27-1911 

I went to Sunday scho(ol) 
yesterday and want to go every Sunday. 
I have not my work done yet so m(ust) 
hurry and so ( I must?) get over to mam(mas) 
before it thaws out and gets too muddy 
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Page 22 of Minnie’s diary 

March 8-1911 

Six little pups were born Wednesday. 
March 1 and Ed killed four. We still have 2, they 
are dear little things. Flossy thinks there is nothing 
or much like them. She is such a good mother. 
I ironed yesterday and am going to 
clean the house up to-day it is now 
8:00 Oclock. 

March 13, 1911 Monday;-- 

I cleaned the house 
baked a big plate of cookies, my first ones, 
and mad 6 little custard pies this morning 
by 9. Oclock. Went over to mothers and got 
sick-thought I better come home, I 
don’t feel well now. Got a Postal Card
from Alta Humphery to-day. 
Pups have not their eyes open yet, Ed don’t 
know what is the matter with them. 

March –15—1911 Wednesday; -- 

I have been over to mammas’ 
all day. She went to Indpendence baked 
light bread for her. Bennie came home 
with me. I must get supper pretty soon 
This sure is a windy day. 

March 16—1911— Thursday 

Done  
scrubbed both rooms this morning, went 
over to Bessie’s. Billy said he was going to 
tell Ed on me, because I was going home. 
I said. “who will get Ed’s supper! 
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Page 23 of Minnie’s diary 

“Somebody else will” I asked him  
who was his Cousin in law, told him 
was my husband he wanted to know 
why I didn’t marry John. 

Saturday Feb. 18—1911 

Carol, William, and  
Bonnie came over this morning 
and stayed pretty near all day. 
The pups have their eyes open now. 
They started to come open on the 16th. 
Went over to mamma’s to-day. Met 
a man who knew me when I was 
a little bit of a girl. Mr. Laten Earl. 
(Irelly?) offered to sell me a p(up?) 
for $15.00 to-day. I offered to trade 
my pups for him. 

March 24, --1911 

Ed has gone to 
night and I am by myself 
First time he has ever left 
home. I hope it is the last 
for it is so lonesome with my 
darling.  I have been working 
at Mr. Liggett’s all this week. Tuesday 
March 21  I was 17 years old. Ed 
brought me home 2 new dresses for 
a present, one a dotted Swiss and 
the other Cambrige. He said he was 
going to get me a a silk dress soon 
for one of my presents. 
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Page 24 of Minnie’s diary 

The pups are beginning to walk a bit. 
They are like butter balls only they are 
white. 

Sunday--March 26—1911 

This is a pretty  
summer day only the March winds are 
blowing.  Ed went to Sugar Creek after a 
stove but has not gotten back yet. 
I done the work and scrubbed 
and have gotten all cleaned up. 
I went to town last night and 
bought me a curset @ $1.00 a nice white 
shirt $1.25 and a combination suit @ $1.25 

April 6—1911 

We moved to Sugar Creek 
April 1st in a two room house back 
of Mc. Mains store. I am going to 
bake a cake this after noon. 

April , 12—1911-- 

Billy came home with me 
yesterday from Mt. Wash. We took him 
home after supper.  I got a card from 
nannie yesterday. It is after noon and 
I  am going to bake a pie when I 
get my hair combed. 

June 8 (9?) –1911 

It has been a long time 
since I wrote in my book. 
We have moved again back of 
Fairmount Park. I have been sick. 
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A great deal since I wrote last. 
I sent a letter to nannie yesterday. 

Jan. 25— 1912. Thursday  

Well I have nearly forgotten my book. A great deal has taken 
place since I wrote last. I have a 
dear little baby boy. Was born Jan 10th 1912. 
He weighed 6 pounds when he was born. 
I have got Ed off to work and  
baby his dinner got my dishes done and 
it is only 7 O’clock. I think I shall-day 
iron a little to-day, I washed yesterday. 
I will have to give Clyde his bath 
8 Oclock. 

Jan. 26.—1912—Friday 

I washed baby some 
clothes out to-day and cleaned my 
house up good. I am waiting for Ed 
to come home for supper, it is almost 
7:30. I don’t feel so very well to-night. 
Ruth Linwille was up to  see me 
today a few minutes. 

Jan. 31—Thursday 

Vivian and Ada was up a  
few minutes do-day. Baby has been very good 
to-day. Ed and I have been playing 
cards. Willie & King was up this 
morning a while. 
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Page 26 of Minnie’s diary 

February 2—1912—Friday. 

Ada ate dinner with me 
yesterday. I had veal roast, Maccaroni and Cheese, 
peaches, grapes, potatoes and 
we had a real nice time, she had her 
baby and I had mine and we set around 
holding our babies.  We went up to 
Vivianis for dinner today, Ada is 
going back to her mother’s tomorrow but 
is coming back up in June. 
Nannie and Nivelyn have just gone 
They came up to stay while mother went 
to a box supper in Sugar. 
Ed brought home a owl tonight, am 
going to make a pet of it. Well must 
get to bed. 

Feb. 8—1912 Thurday. 

I did a big washing Monday 
ironed Tuesday, just got through 
when Mary Graham & June Miller came 
over.  Mary brought her baby he is 7 months 
old. Yesterday I went over to Mrs.  
Stewards, she has been sick. Ed took 
me to a 10 cents show, (which  
started up in Sugar Creek,) Tuesday 
and we went again last night 
we might get to go to-night. We take 
baby Clyde with us he is pretty 
good, he has been asleep almost 
all day. Just woke up once since 
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Page 27 of Minnie’s diary 

I washed him this morning. 
I am boiling some meat to make 
hash out of for supper. Just got 
through patching a pair of sox for Ed 
and mending his pants. 

3 Oclock 
Wednesday—February 14—1912 

I took baby over to 
Dr.’s Monday he had a bad cold. 
Much better today I do love him so. 
I got a letter from grandpa yesterday. 
First time I have heard from him for 
about 9 years. I am awful sleepy 
believe I will lie down and take 
a nap when the beans get done. 
Ironed babies dresses today. 

Feb. 16--1912 

Went down to Aunt Ediths today 
after I had got baby’s clothes washed 
out, a mad dog came up here and 
bit Flossy, Edd killed her when he came 
home at noon. I hated to have her 
killed but it had to be done. 
I am waiting for Edd to come 
home for supper now. 

Feb. 17—1912 

Clarence and I cleaned the cistern 
out today. Baby has had the colic all afternoon 
he is asleep now. I got a letter from Ada 
today and am answering it now. 
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Page 28 of Minnie’s diary 

Feb. 12—1912 

I washed down to mother Jones today. 
Got a letter from Aunt Hattie and one from 
Virgie, she is 14 years old, have not seen her since 
she was about 1 year old. I am going down to 
see King’s Minnie Friday Oh! I want to see her 
baby girl so bad. it is pretty cold out to-night 
and Ed wont be home until late as this is 
pay day. Poor boy he will be cold coming home. 
I guess I will lie down until he comes. 

March 2—1912 

My what weather we are having nothing but 
snow all the time. Poor brother John his house 
burned to-day, they will stay with mother Jones. 
Sent a letter to Aunt Hattie to-day washed 
babys clothes out down to mothers, am cooking 
beans for supper. 

March 4—1912-- 

Baby has a bad sore throat, poor little 
thing I dont see why he has to suffer. 
John and Vivian we up for dinner yesterday, 
seems so nice to have my brother come in 
and make himself at home. 

March—11—1912. 

Clyde was 2 months old yesterday, 
my what a stormy time we are having, snow, 
snow! Snow! My eye us awful sore to-day 
afraid I am going to have a stye on it. 
Am cooking some onions to make syrup 
for Clyde. He has such a cold. Poor little dear. 
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Page 29 of Minnie’s diary 

Thurs—July—22—1915 

It has been several years sin(ce) 
I have written in my dear old 
I just run across it to-day a 
great many things have happened, 
Have a little girl 1 yrs 4 months, 
my boy is 5 1/2 years old, my husband 
I are separated. Have been since 
November 16, 1914. He has the child(ren?) 
with him and I am traveling 
with Nelsons Wild West Dog & Pony s(how?) 

Final chapter my father Clyde E. Jones 
passed away Nov. 27, 1987. Age 75 
May Jehovah remember him and  
grandma and bring them together 
in the resurrection. 



30 

Page 30, 32 of Minnie’s diary 

Mother: Minnie Jones 
Clyde E. Jones—born Jan 10, 1912, Sugar Creek, Mo. 
Marrie in Alton, Ill. Aug. 3, 1934. 
Wife’s nameis Flossie Zumwalt, before marriage 
Our first home is in Sugar Creek, Mo. 
Street Appleton, Kentuckey. One block from 
my grandmothers. I got married when 
I was 22 years old. My wife was 17 years old. 
She was born on July 12, 1917. 
My father-in-laws name is Claude Zumwalt. 

Flossie’s relatives:     Clyde’s relatives: 

Father: Claude Zumwalt    Father: Edward Jones 
Mother: Martha Zumwalt   Mother: Minnie  Jones 
Brother: Everett Zumwalt   Sister: Faybelle Jones 
Brother:  Carl Zumwalt    Brother-in-law: Adalard Gendreaw 
Brother: Bill Zumwalt    Nephew: Bobby Gendreaw 
Brother: Donald? Zumwalt 
Sisters:  R. Has… Zumwalt 
 Maimie Zumwalt 
Niece:  Marie Zumwalt 
 Hazel Zumwalt 
 Flossie Zumwalt? 
 Born Jan. 10, 1917 
 Haziton, Grant? 
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Page 31 of Minnie’s diary 

Final Chapter was added by Clyde and Flossie’s oldest daughter  
Darline Juanita jones-Smith-Reynolds. 
Rest of book was written by Juanita keeping family history going. 
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Clyde Jones       Our Family 
Edward Jones: father      Clyde E. Jones 
Minnie Jones: mother      Flossie B. Jones 
Faybelle Jones: sister      Darlene Juanita Jones 
        Dorthy Sonia?  Jones 
        Ellen Lucile Jones  
Flossie Jones:       
Claude Zumwalt: father 
Martha Zumwalt: mother 
Everett Zumwalt: Brother 
Carl Zumwalt: Brother 
Bill Zumwalt: Brother 
Donald Zumwalt: Brother 
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Page 34 of Minnie’s diary 

Minnie West—Adopted by Eatons 
Born: 5.21.1894 or 1896 

Died: 1915-1917 



36 



37 

Page 35 of Minnie’s diary 

Mr. Ed Jones 
Mrs. Minnie Jones 

Faybelle Gendreaw 
Aladard Gendreaw 
Bobby Gendreaw 
Edith Fay Gendreaw 

Clyde Jones , Jan. 10, 1912 
Flossie Jones, July 12, 1917 
Darlene Juanita Jones, July 25, 1935 
Dorothy Louise Jones, Feb. 26, 1937 
Ellen Lucile Jones, Oct. 21, 1938 

Darlene Juanita Jones Smith, 7.25.35 
Married Darrell Dean Smith 5.39.53 (Born 12.13.33) divorced 6.21.71 
Koleen Aelia, born 8.21.55 (Died 8.21.55) 
Jeffrey Darrel, adopted 9.21.57, Born 8.29.48 
Wanna Michelle, born 3.5.59 
Married John Norden Reynolds, 12.17.76 (Born 11.10.48) 
Jeffrey Darrel Smith 
Married Jeannette Lynn Clair, 1.10.70 (Born 3.5.47) 
Reuben Nathaniel, 1.14.75 
Shaun, 3.19.86 
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Page 36 of Minnie’s diary 

For God so loved the world that he 
gave his only begotten son that 
whosover perished should have  
everlasting life. 

Mrs Edward Jones 
Mr. Edward Jones 
Mr. Edward Jones 
Mrs. Minnie Jones 
Mr. & Mrs. Edward Jones 
R. B. Washington  
…Mrs. Edward Jones 
Grant? Washington 
Brissonis? 

Mr. and Mrs. Edward Jones     Bell phone…….. Call on m… 
Mt. Washington Mo.      Mr. Edward Jones 
Mr. and Mrs. Edward Jones     Mt. Washington Mo. 
Mt. Washington Mo.      Rivet Heater or Helper 
Mr. and Mrs. Clyde Jones 
Sugar Creek, Mo. 
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